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SUBJECT: BEN SEDDIK'S MAY DAY SPEECH 

1. UNION MAROCAINE DU TRAVAIL AND LESSER MOROCCAN WORKER 
ORGANIZATIONS CELEBRATED MAY DAY WITH TRADITIONAL PARADES 
AND SPEECHES CHARACTERIZED BY SOMEWHAT LESS FANFARE THAN IN 
RECENT YEARS. 

2. SPEECH OF UMT SECGEN MAHJOUB BEN SEDDIK WAS NOTABLE FOR 
ITS FIERY AND SHARPLY CRITICAL TONE. AFTER PAYING USUAL LIP 
SERVICE TO "MOROCCAN" SAHARA. THE PLO, AND REVOLUTIONARY 
MOVEMENTS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA HE TURNED TO DOMESTIC AFFAIRS. 

3. BEN SEDDIK SAID MOROCCAN WORKING CLASS FACES TWO ESSENTIAL 
PROBLEMS: THE COST OF LIVING IS RISING WHILE PURCHASING 
POWER IS DECLINING, AND RICH ARE GETTING RICHER WHILE 

POOR ARE GETTING POORER. "SUCH A SITUATION," HE SAID, 

"IS IMPOSSIBLE AND WE REJECT IT. THAT IS WHY THE WORKERS 
HAVE JOINED THE BATTLE; THEIR WEAPON IS THE STRIKE." BEN 
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IN VARIOUS INDUSTRIES (TEXTILE. MINING, BANKS, ETC.) WHICH 
HAVE GENERALLY LED TO SUBSTANTIAL WAGE INCREASES FOLLOWING 
CIVIL SERVICE RAISES ANNOUNCED BY KING DECEMBER 8. 

4. IN APPARENT EFFORT TO RECAPTURE A BIT OF THUNDER STOLEN 

BY KING FROM OPPOSITION, BEN SEDDIK ATTACKED MOROCCANIZATION 
AND RECUPERATION OF AGRICULTURAL LAND. MOROCCANIZATION, 

HE SAID, HAS DONE NOTHING "BUT CREATE AN ADDITIONAL RESOURCE 
FOR THE RICH," WHILE PEASANTRY HAS NOT BENEFITTED FROM LAND 
FORMERLY OWNED BY FOREIGNERS BECAUSE THERE HAS BEEN NO 
AGRARIAN REFORM. 

5. BEN SEDDIK LISTED FOLLOWING AS BASIC UMT DEMANDS: 

1) RAISING OF MINIMUM INDUSTRIAL WAGE TO 500 DIRHAMS PER MONTH; 

2) LINKAGE OF SALARIES TO COST OF LIVING; 3) EFFICIENT GOVERNMENT 
MEASURES TO CHECK INFLATION AND 4) GENERAL GRANTING OF 
HOUSING ALLOWANCES TO WORKERS. BEN SEDDIK CLOSED BY CALLING 
FOR SOCIALISM, TRUE DEMOCRACY AND A GOVERNMENT THAT THE 
WORKERS COULD SUPPORT. 

6. COMMENT: BEN SEDDIK'S SPEECH FOCUSES SHARPLY ON WHAT 
WE BELIEVE IS MOST IMPORTANT ISSUE FOR WORKING CLASS - RISING 
COST OF LIVING. CONTINUING RANK AND FILE DISCONTENT OVER 
INFLATION WILL PROBABLY FORCE UMT TO KEAP HEAT ON - TO WHATEVER 
DEGREE GOM WILL PERMIT. 

BRUBECK 
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